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Petition to the Orinda City Council 

Fall 2015 

Citizen Comments in Support of Downtown Renewal 

 

 

Summary of Comments 

We want a downtown that . . .  

. . . enhances our sense of community with opportunities for interaction; 

. . . reflects the special character of Orindans, where we can be proud to take guests; 

. . . adds vitality and vibrancy while retaining its intimate village character; 

. . . optimizes our natural environment, e.g., by creating access to San Pablo Creek; 

. . . reconnects the two sides of Orinda with a landscaped bridge; 

. . . attracts restaurants and Orinda-centric retail; 

. . . enables our senior citizens to downsize and stay in Orinda; and 

. . . supports our property values and the city’s tax base. 

We want the City Council to lead the Orinda community in creating a downtown plan that provides a framework 

for future--and inevitable—development, with direction from the people who live here. 

 

Lisa Oshima ORINDA, CA  

I grew up in Orinda and moved back as an adult with my husband to raise our family. It's disappointing to see how little 

has been invested in downtown Orinda for the last 20 years. Neighboring cities like Lafayette and Walnut Creek have 

gotten their act together. It's time to invest in our city's future. Improvement doesn't mean Orinda has to lose it's small 

town feel - to the contrary. Improving downtown in the right way should enhance our sense of community. It's time 

Orinda comes up with an exciting plan for the future of downtown that encourages Orinda residents and neighbors to 

dine, shop and socialize in our city.  

Harri Hamlin ORINDA, CA  

I've lived in Orinda the past 23 years and watched the downtown deteriorate throughout that time. I hate Lafayette's car 

culture, but it captures 3 out of 4 of my brick and mortar shopping $$--the other $1 goes to Walnut Creek. While I 

admire those brave souls who've opened restaurants here, there isn't nearly enough choice of high quality dining 

options for a community of this size and affluence. Frankly, every time I take the freeway exit by Bevmo, I'm shocked by 

the ugliness of the power lines, and ramshackle "downtown." I could understand the anti-development attitude if we 

had something nice to preserve, but it's just plain old and rundown. Doesn't anybody have the guts to stand up to the 

"anti-everything" faction? 

Bill Schmicker ORINDA, CA  

Other cities in Lamorinda and Walnut Creek are leaving us in the dusty 1950s. Let's move into the 2000s. 

  

https://www.change.org/u/385452732
https://www.change.org/u/383991716
https://www.change.org/u/3345314
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Robert Burt ORINDA, CA  

It's time! For a host of reasons, but at the least to protect our property values. Our downtown is the equivalent of 

everyone's front yard and it desperately needs renovation. Orinda citizens need to work together with leadership by the 

City Council to create a framework for (inevitable) commercial property development applications. We need an inviting 

and vital place with retail services and restaurants and, yes, homes that enable our long-time senior residents to stay in 

Orinda when they want to downsize to free up equity, leave maintenance behind, whatever. This description for me 

defines village character, something we all want for Orinda. But we need a plan. It's time! 

Mike Taquino ORINDA, CA  

I believe Orinda needs new amenities that are up to date and can provide an experience that many of the new residents, 

such as myself, had in Sam Francisco. 

Rob Scott ORINDA, CA  

A great location needs to have a great business. 

David Anderson ORINDA, CA  

We have a great citizenry. Let's add some vitality to our little burg. 

Sondra Cleghorn ORINDA, CA  

I am a resident and I'm appalled at the quality of resources available to us in this town that could be so much more. We 

need quality food to feed our families. Restaurants like Nations are a disgrace. The only option we have for shopping is a 

beat up Safeway.  

Julio Dolorico ORINDA, CA  

I'd like to see a more vibrant downtown Orinda. 

David McDowell ORINDA, CA  

I have lived in Orinda for 60 years and have seen little change to the downtown area. It is time for a face lift. 

Michelle Jun SAN FRANCISCO, CA  

As a fairly recent SF transplant, it pains me to see such a sad downtown. My family and I have come to love Orinda but I 

worry about the future--it's time to revitalize. If you build it, we will come! 

Monique Jasper ORINDA, CA  

I think it is long overdue that we have such a tired and run down downtown. I do the majority of my shopping and 

dinning in Lafayette, Berkeley walnut creek or oakland. It's time for change.  

Karen Giquinto ORINDA, CA  

I'm signing because the Orinda downtown is in dire need of an update in both design and services.  

James Quist ORINDA, CA  

I believe our downtown ambience does not positively reflect the special character of the people of Orinda. An dramatic 

improvement of the town would greatly enhance the attractiveness, financial well being and personal property value for 

its citizens. Our city council over the years has not adequately advanced the interests of our population.  

  

https://www.change.org/u/330007300
https://www.change.org/u/383539032
https://www.change.org/u/31122758
https://www.change.org/u/30685386
https://www.change.org/u/382511860
https://www.change.org/u/382239740
https://www.change.org/u/381671176
https://www.change.org/u/25096367
https://www.change.org/u/53050194
https://www.change.org/u/380441888
https://www.change.org/u/179730324
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John Wilson ORINDA, CA  

I completely agree with the ideas presented here. I also support the Orinda Vision plan. 

Nathalie Schmicker ORINDA, CA  

I want Orinda to be vibrant, revitalized, move into the 2000s, begging for something to be done to make it a place one 

wants to go to shop or play. 

Laura Millham ORINDA, CA  

I would love to be proud of downtown Orinda. I'm not right now. 

Nancy Dickmeyer ORINDA, CA  

I believe Orinda has great potential, as yet unrealized. This project is much needed and long overdue! 

Penelope Blair ORINDA, CA  

Restore Orinda please! Begging for something to be done.  

Sandy Barnett ORINDA, CA  

I really want to see Orinda become a vibrant pace to attract young people! 

Claire Smith ORINDA, CA  

Orinda should be an attractive place to shop and to eat both for residents and visitors. Orinda is in desperate need for 

tax dollars to repair its roads and to provide basic infrastructure. A revitalized downtown could help drive up local sales 

and bring in those desperately needed tax dollars 

Jeff Bond ORINDA, CA  

I want downtown Orinda to reflect what could be, what once was... 

Katie Rogers ORINDA, CA  

Orinda has so much more potential and I want to see this city thrive like we all know it can (way more than it already 

does).  

Judy Lazarus ORINDA, CA  

Our downtown cries out for help. 

Katie Thomson ORINDA, CA  

There is so much opportunity to improve our community and so many brilliant minds willing to help. Go for it! Orinda 

deserves it. 

Robyn Lewis ORINDA, CA  

I'm signing because I want Orinda to look nice and be a welcoming, desirable place to shop, eat, and hang out with our 

family & friends. I support Orinda businesses but we have room for so much more! 

Alexis Robinson ORINDA, CA  

I too would like to see Orinda with exciting new shops, restaurants, footpaths, some townhomes downtown to allow our 

parents to age in place. I'm tired of my sales tax dollars going to Lafayette and Walnut Creek. 

https://www.change.org/u/380250268
https://www.change.org/u/380166388
https://www.change.org/u/53119697
https://www.change.org/u/190251351
https://www.change.org/u/53057008
https://www.change.org/u/379583312
https://www.change.org/u/30706415
https://www.change.org/u/379563704
https://www.change.org/u/379377340
https://www.change.org/u/190779576
https://www.change.org/u/379226412
https://www.change.org/u/53025667
https://www.change.org/u/2306790
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Len Epstein ORINDA, CA 

WE NEED TO DO THIS 

Anne Donaldson SAN JOSE, CA  

I'm signing because my grandchildren live in Orinda. I want them to grow up in a town they are proud of. 

Molly Johnson ORINDA, CA  

Want more cool local businesses.  

Kelsey Wolfman ORINDA, CA  

I'm signing because I love our town and want to see it thrive! 

Stephanie Tomasco ORINDA, CA  

Because it's time for Orinda realize that it's 2015.  

Kelly Ahaesy ORINDA, CA  

This is overdue! Let me know how I can help 

Mari Choper ORINDA, CA  

Orinda deserves better! 

Amy Perusse ORINDA, CA  

I'm sick of going to Lafayette for everything. We need more in Orinda! 

KC Williams ORINDA, CA  

I want more options to shop in our town - not Lafayette or Walnut Creek - retail stores, high end grocery/meat market, 

etc 

Sue Elkind ORINDA, CA  

Can't emphasize enough how important this plan is to the health of Orinda. 

Gavin Frase ORINDA, CA  

We need a coherent and forward thinking development plan to bring more economic vitality and appeal to the 

downtown area. 

Mary Gray Ranzal ORINDA, CA  

Orinda's downtown needs help! 

Cheri Arellano BERKELEY, CA  

I live in Orinda, even though my profile says Berkeley. I would love to see that old building turn into some place useful 

for parents and families. We certainly could use more and better restaurants.  

Vanessa Hua SAN FRANCISCO, CA  

I grew up in Orinda and have returned to raise my family. In all that time, Phair's has remained shuttered and it's time to 

move forward with development. 

https://www.change.org/u/22353287
https://www.change.org/u/378036096
https://www.change.org/u/377926244
https://www.change.org/u/377770668
https://www.change.org/u/377768024
https://www.change.org/u/377738988
https://www.change.org/u/31807934
https://www.change.org/u/377733312
https://www.change.org/u/191338961
https://www.change.org/u/377709892
https://www.change.org/u/345932264
https://www.change.org/u/6566749
https://www.change.org/u/78741792
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Nicole Hayes ORINDA, CA  

I want to see downtown Orinda revitalized. It needs new restaurants, shops, etc. that make people want to spend time 

there.  

Molly Castaldi ORINDA, CA  

Orinda's downtown needs more restaurants & shopping  

Kelly Demar ORINDA, CA  

I love Orinda and want to be able to enjoy our downtown and keep our revenue dollars here! 

William Wagner OAKLAND, CA  

We have a fantastic area and a zone that is just dead. Sitting dormant when it could be used. 

Julie Oliver ORINDA, CA  

Long supporter of a revived downtown Orinda with beautiful, safe areas to gather as a community! 

Anna Delker ORINDA, CA  

I love Orinda and love raising my children here. It's a community in every sense of the word. One of my favorite things is 

meeting other Orindans, particularly seniors, who love to stop and talk to my children. We walk almost daily along 

Orinda Way from our home to the park or library. I see the deserted spaces and think how wonderful it would be to 

bring them back to life, to have new, interesting places for Orindans of all ages to gather and get to know each other. 

Jessica Elkind ORINDA, CA  

Downtown revitalization is long overdue!  

Heather Rascher ORINDA, CA  

We need to keep more $$ in Orinda by improving dining and shopping options. 

Tim Opdycke ORINDA, CA  

I was born and raised here, now raising my own family and have seen very little improvement to the city in those 42 

years. 

Joanna Wagner ORINDA, CA  

I'm a married mother of two who recently moved from Oakland (and before that, San Francisco) to Orinda. We are 

becoming a more diverse community and need to continue to grow in all directions. It's a shame that I need to go to 

Oakland, Berkeley or Lafayette to do any quality grocery shopping or to eat at some place worth mentioning. The Village 

side especially is still lost in the 70s, with vacant lots and abandoned buildings, and needs a very significant face-lift. The 

Square is social but needs more culinary heart. I support anything that will bring some vibrancy to our quaint town! It's 

needed, and no better tim than now. 

Sarah Cole SAN FRANCISCO, CA  

I want to bring more business to Orinda so that we spend time and money in our own town. 

  

https://www.change.org/u/377665896
https://www.change.org/u/377655908
https://www.change.org/u/377639228
https://www.change.org/u/12981991
https://www.change.org/u/30626528
https://www.change.org/u/377628196
https://www.change.org/u/377610332
https://www.change.org/u/377599564
https://www.change.org/u/377598056
https://www.change.org/u/377594120
https://www.change.org/u/13224280
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Laura Pavlovich ORINDA, CA  

Please help us revive our downtown community! Particularly on the village side which is an outdated eye sore right now. 

The need & support is there! Can we get a high end market (think Market Hall) so we don't all have to drive to a 

different town to shop?? 

Jen Moeller SAN RAFAEL, CA  

We need this!!! 

Claudia Sherman ORINDA, CA  

We have too many vacant buildings and lots for this community. We need to revive the downtown while keeping the 

same intimate feel.  

Ryan Pedroni ORINDA, CA  

I'm signing this signjng this because I want more quality shops in my town, want to spend my money in my town, and 

want the convenience and pride of a awesome local downtown! 

Brian Rothenberg ORINDA, CA  

Orinda is in need of a rejuvenated downtown; I'd rather not have to go to Lafayette or other neighboring cities for 

almost every purchase. 

Karen Sturges ORINDA, CA  

I'd like to see our downtown more attractive and no unoccupied buildings for years. 

Michael McGowan ORINDA, CA  

The City Council needs to take action and formulate a plan for the revitalization of Downtown Orinda. Like many 

residents, we prefer to do most of our shopping and dining elsewhere, due to the higher quality of merchants in other 

cities. The tired retail buildings are generally too small and inefficient, or poorly configured, for innovative retailers and 

quality restaurants. Redevelopment is needed. We particularly hope that redevelopments could incorporate access and 

interaction with San Pablo Creek - a wonderful amenity for the community! 

Scott Mollahan ORINDA, CA  

Downtown needs a major face lift with access for families and events. 

Darlene Hattersley ORINDA, CA  

I would like to see a vibrant, charming small town. We now have a dilapidated, disjointed and bisected town that needs 

a thoughtful, cohesive plan. Surely we have the talent and interest from many who live here who also want the best for 

our sweet village. Let’s get organized and get together cooperatively to support our community. D 

Jocelyn Soriano ORINDA, CA  

I share the same concerns. Most of us, Orinda residents, have to go to Lafayette and Walnut Creek, because Orinda lacks 

basic amenities. There seems to be a lot of potential to improve downtown Orinda, but its not being done. 

John Quinn ORINDA, CA  

I'd like to see something happening on BOTH sides of the freeway! 

  

https://www.change.org/u/196790201
https://www.change.org/u/17305732
https://www.change.org/u/377547788
https://www.change.org/u/407199979
https://www.change.org/u/405215292
https://www.change.org/u/11249905
https://www.change.org/u/33226569
https://www.change.org/u/403313516
https://www.change.org/u/400190240
https://www.change.org/u/398390244
https://www.change.org/u/397904976
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Suzanne Goldman ORINDA, CA  

I’m signing because I support the idea of amending the downtown Orinda city planning guidelines to allow for some 

revitalization of the two halves of our city's downtown.  

Rachelle Halpern ORINDA, CA  

As is the case for many longtime residents, my children graduated and moved on. I live alone in a house that is too big 

for me, but there is nothing else available for me or people like me in Orinda. Our houses are too large and, without 

children and school involvement, we become isolated. Very few of us, if any, qualify for subsidized housing. It is time 

that the town took care of those who have contributed in so many ways to making Orinda such a wonderful place to 

live. We are family too. The downtown are needs some renewal while preserving the small town character. And we, 

longtime older Orinda residents, need appropriate housing opportunities which would allow us to stay here and 

maintain our social connections.  

Gary Curtis ORINDA, CA  

Orinda's elected leaders are allowing, through their deliberate neglect, the downtown commercial area to be under-

utilized and to stagnate. The ongoing lack of a well-planned commercial base is a disservice to all of Orinda's property 

tax payers. 

Bill Moon ORINDA, CA  

Downtown Orinda needs a plan and obviously doesn't. 

Annette O'Connor ORINDA, CA  

I want to support Orinda Vision's efforts to promote a forward looking, (but not Lafayette-ish or Walnut Creek-ish) plan 

for a specific Orinda identity 

Lisa Hales ORINDA, CA  

I support this statement and I would especially like to see a plan which incorporates and restores San Pablo Creek as it 

flows through Orinda Village. This creek has the potential to be a beautiful setting -- for creekside dining, etc -- and could 

be the anchor for a development plan that makes Orinda Village outstanding. 

Toris Jaeger ORINDA, CA  

I would like to see our creeks featured and cared for. 

Trudy Moore ORINDA, CA  

I believe planning is a good thing and will help create an end result which is in harmony. Otherwise developing will occur 

haphazardly & look disjointed. 

Cris Maltzman ORINDA, CA  

My family moved to Lamorinda in 1962. We've fallen behind in a bad way, Redevelopment is way overdue. 

Peter Hattersley ORINDA, CA  

As the older absentee large parcel owners pass on we need to update their properties. Orinda View has a great plan and 

something similar should be adopted and implemented. We need a serious face and our city council and planners need 

to get in motion.  

  

https://www.change.org/u/386052124
https://www.change.org/u/133662670
https://www.change.org/u/396600832
https://www.change.org/u/30620895
https://www.change.org/u/396379620
https://www.change.org/u/28665596
https://www.change.org/u/96667665
https://www.change.org/u/396356836
https://www.change.org/u/396349540
https://www.change.org/u/396342840
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Cassandra Forth ORINDA, CA  

We can revitalize Orinda with thoughtful planning and compromise. 

Bob Riddell ORINDA, CA  

Orinda needs a plan. Let's get on with it. 

Suzanne Huhn ORINDA, CA  

The City of Orinda is way behind the curve in revitalizing its downtown and underutilized real estate. Past "city planning" 

has been an oxymoron. Much to the misconception of opponents, this does not need to equate to high-density 

development. 

Mark Morris ORINDA, CA  

We need more amenities housing and a stronger tax base  

George Crowell ORINDA, CA  

Orinda is a wonderful city, but it has not kept up with its potential since incorporation. We need to flexibly move 

forward together in order to create the facilities that both recognize the diversity of the views of its many residents, but 

also recognize the need to work efficiently together to compete for the commercial uses that will bring vitality to the city 

core and provide the tax base needed to fund a thriving community. Slow walking all creative efforts and hoping for a 

100% correct solution for everyone is not a winning strategy as revealed by our lagging progress versus similar nearby 

communities who have outpaced us in building vibrancy and progress in land use and commercial renewal. Let's move 

ahead boldly, decisively and quickly. 

Brittney Cantando ORINDA, CA  

We want to make Orinda all it deserves to be!! 

Arran Schultz ORINDA, CA  

Let's make Orinda what we want it! As houses continue to turn over to younger families looking for restaurants and 

shops that they can get excited about, this community can certainly support a much more robust downtown. Let's be 

creative in the plans for the city and be sure to include communal space where residents can meet and socialize or relax 

in a beautiful setting – think SF parklets, which foster community interaction. Let’s have a cohesive landscaping plan 

with thoughtfully selected street trees, attractive permanent seating options, and well-maintained median plantings. We 

can make Orinda more pedestrian-friendly – park once and stroll around, shopping and grabbing lunch while kids can 

have some autonomy without being steps away from oncoming traffic. There does seem to be a lot of wasted space on 

both sides of the freeway, let’s encourage a block of it for a pedestrian-only village-type experience. In dealing with the 

divided downtown issue, the experience of travelling from one side to the other needs to be enjoyable. Let’s think big 

and consider a landscaped bridge – a skinny park, like the Skyline in NYC. There could be developed space halfway 

across, in the BART parking lot (parking moved underground and on first level of development). It would be our own 

European-esque promenade. Also, how about Orinda becomes the Yountville of the East Bay, encouraging a restaurant-

focused development? I would certainly do my part to support fabulous restaurants… Orinda is a unique community, 

and we should strive for a stellar downtown. 

Alexis THOMPSON ORINDA, CA  

I love Orinda! 

  

https://www.change.org/u/11419103
https://www.change.org/u/396330056
https://www.change.org/u/396326396
https://www.change.org/u/396313364
https://www.change.org/u/212222401
https://www.change.org/u/395218803
https://www.change.org/u/46994081
https://www.change.org/u/394564968
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Digrande Tanja ORINDA, CA  

Our family lives in Orinda for 15 years now. My three kids go to school here and my husband and I absolutely agree with 

the previous comments about the lack of city /town improvement. I am an architect from Germany and would happily 

get involved in Orinda's city planning. It could be wonderful to have a "real center" where people enjoy sitting outside at 

a cafe, go shopping (even a good grocery store is missing) or eat at a restaurant. I also see a lot of potential to improve 

public transportation and safe bike lanes.  

Stephen Anderson ORINDA, CA  

Need to require the City Council to bring to a vote of the citizens all changes to the General Plan 

Ann Tipton ORINDA, CA  

I love Orinda's semi-rural, small town feeling. I also want it to have enough interesting dining options, retail businesses, 

etc. to be attractive to my adult kids and their families in the future. Great schools (our traditional strong suit) may not 

be enough for the next generation; we need a strong tax base (ie more retail businesses) to support schools, roads and 

desirable infrastructure. 

Michael Hofmayer ORINDA, CA  

Our downtown will be transformed in the next 20 years whether or not the citizens participate in planning for that 

change. However, like some of our neighbor cities, we can require that developers follow guidelines and fund amenities 

that make our downtown more beautiful, inclusive and financially stable. 

Sylvia Carter ORINDA, CA  

I'm signing because I don't want to see another Monteverde (too large and institutional) type building in Orinda.  

Steven Siljestrom ORINDA, CA  

Other cities in Contra Costa County have upgraded the downtown retail and commercial district and included housing 

and it is time for Orinda to do the same to maintain a vibrant community that attracts Oridians. Additionally Orinda 

needs to expand the sales tax base to support city government.  

Virgina Field ORINDA, CA  

Orinda is not a vital nor attractive downtown. It needs improvement and a realistic future plan 

Ronald Wecht ORINDA, CA  

I believe that the downtown area can and should be improved and developed. A good plan will improve the quality of 

life in Orinda and attract businesses and services that will enhance our town. 

Dennis Heath ORINDA, CA  

I am signing because downtown Orinda is dead and needs to be brought into the current century. To get there a means 

must exist to get the current property owners downtown involved. The city center is a long way from where it needs to 

be. We can seek the change or we can continue to be left behind by Lafayette and Walnut Creek.  

Robert Thompson ORINDA, CA  

This is a wonderful, well-educated, kind, thoughtful community. However, our (modestly sized) downtown is not aging 

well. It is in need of a carefully considered, long-range plan that will serve the next generations of Orindans better. 

 

https://www.change.org/u/53356904
https://www.change.org/u/3324627
https://www.change.org/u/394275039
https://www.change.org/u/394264542
https://www.change.org/u/392710734
https://www.change.org/u/392228574
https://www.change.org/u/392188395
https://www.change.org/u/3443631
https://www.change.org/u/3328910
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Richard Shoop ORINDA, CA  

Orinda has neglected the downtown area for too long. It is time to address this area in an attempt to make it more 

vibrant and more attractive to residents and visitors alike. 

Al and Barbara Resnick ORINDA, CA  

I care 

Lorraine Gazzano ORINDA, CA  

I plan to age in place in Orinda and would like more shopping resources and service opportunities in my own town. 

Ellen Griffith ORINDA, CA  

I am supporting it because I believe that Orinda needs a pro-active approach to development of the downtown area 

which considers both economic and community factors. 

Mark Feldkamp ORINDA, CA  

I agree that something must be done regarding the deteriorating down town. As the Parks & Project Manager for the 

City Of Piedmont I know first-hand what engaged residents can achieve. Thank you for starting this petition. If I can be of 

any assistance please feel free to send me an e-mail. 

William Gottfried ORINDA, CA  

A dynamic downtown is a lively one and of benefit to all 

Steve Snow ORINDA, CA  

Orinda's downtown looks very shabby and it is long past time to significantly improve downtown. 

George Ziser ORINDA, CA  

My wife and I have lived in Orinda for over 27 years and have raised our 3 kids here. While I enjoy the "semi-rural" 

ambiance of Orinda, it is clear that without some thoughtful planning, the downtown will continue to deteriorate. I don't 

think Walnut Creek and Lafayette are the models for Orinda, but it is crucial that there be a plan that works both 

economically and esthetically.  

Janet Formanek ORINDA, CA  

My husband and I have been Orinda residents for over 35 years. It's time to adopt this thoughtful plan for revitalization 

of the downtown area to encourage and support commerce, leisure, and pride for our city. 

Barbara Wilson ORINDA, CA  

I agree with this petition 

Eric Menke ORINDA, CA  

Downtown Orinda is so sad.  

Jim Roethe ORINDA, CA  

I support a well thought out plan for the development of Orinda's downtown. 

Juliet Corbin MARTINEZ, CA  

I think the city of Orinda needs a face lift and we could do with attracting some upscale restaurants. 

https://www.change.org/u/391580553
https://www.change.org/u/3320077
https://www.change.org/u/37029603
https://www.change.org/u/43954092
https://www.change.org/u/391460595
https://www.change.org/u/11227785
https://www.change.org/u/391426731
https://www.change.org/u/391412304
https://www.change.org/u/193108876
https://www.change.org/u/390965084
https://www.change.org/u/390891688
https://www.change.org/u/390870820
https://www.change.org/u/390797728


 11                                                  11/4/2015 
 

Robert Schmalz ORINDA, CA  

A comprehensive plan for downtown Orinda is long overdue and much needed. 

Sonia Syngal ORINDA, CA  

Orinda has a larger population than Lafayette, and they are kicking our ass.. 

Woody Karp ORINDA, CA  

Orinda is a wonderful city with lots of potential but its downtown is tired and does not offer sufficient retail and 

commercial opportunities. I would strongly support developing a specific plan that would create a more walkable and 

active downtown. 

Carole Wolfman ORINDA, CA  

When we first moved to Orinda in 1975 we had a sporting goods store, bike shop, shoe store and gift/home store 

(Phairs). We were more progressive in 1975. It is a shame we have to leave town to shop. 

Kristi Haigh ORINDA, CA  

Our downtown is in desperate need of renewal! 

Jeff Hawkins ORINDA, CA  

A plan would be really helpful to guide the change that needs to happen. Otherwise we are going to end up with lots of 

vacant space.  

Kathleen Wood ORINDA, CA  

Even simple clean up, exterior improvements of existing buildings, i.e. CVS building, and landscaping would be a good 

start as long term planning is addressed.  

Lindy Novak ORINDA, CA  

I would very much like to see a revitalized, upgraded downtown Orinda 

Thomas Finch ORINDA, CA  

Downtown needs attention. It looks like a decaying desert town 

John Skidgel ORINDA, CA  

I would love to see more small community enhancing small businesses (a baker, butcher, florist, etc...). Less chains or at 

least make them so we don't have the appearance of sprawl. 

Christine Beury ORINDA, CA  

I would love to have people exit the freeway and be wowed when they enter Orinda. Right now you see a parking lot 

and the backside of old buildings with dumpsters. I would love to see thriving businesses in the unused old Phair's 

building and across from the library. How can such premium real estate go unutilized for so long? We need a higher end, 

special restaurant, a bakery, a healthy salad/sandwich restaurant, a place/activity area for jr. high and high school kids, a 

wine bar, grocery/deli options, etc. The downtown store fronts shouldn't be dominated by real estate offices. They 

should be a wider range of retail. The village and downtown Orinda should be connected in a grand way over the 

freeway so it feels like one unified downtown. Bottom line - let's spark the right investment in Orinda. Make the 

downtown a place we are proud of and want to spend time. 

https://www.change.org/u/183984801
https://www.change.org/u/390677892
https://www.change.org/u/390654840
https://www.change.org/u/390654512
https://www.change.org/u/3318954
https://www.change.org/u/390641836
https://www.change.org/u/390625628
https://www.change.org/u/15864094
https://www.change.org/u/24128608
https://www.change.org/u/390455616
https://www.change.org/u/390369236
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Allison Skidgel ORINDA, CA  

We want a downtown of which we can be proud. There are no good, sound reasons for choosing to maintain a dated 

stretch of buildings that lack architectural interest. Let's make it super pedestrian friendly, beautify it with plantings, 

modernize it with natural materials and clean lines, and define it with our family friendly businesses.  

George Eckard ORINDA, CA  

I'm signing because I'm embarrassed at how bad our downtown looks and how Orinda lacks the vitality and vision that 

Lafayette, for example, has. 

Patricia Anderson ORINDA, CA  

I'd like to see a plan to improve our wonderful city. 

Lisa Hoskins ORINDA, CA  

I support and long for updating Orinda. I grew up in Danville. It was horribly run down in the 80's, and they have done a 

wonderful job restoring it with charm and character. We have a larger challenge since so much of the "old/charming" 

wooden structures were demolished long ago and replaced in the stucco/strip mall look. I wholeheartedly support 

vitalization of our wonderful town so that the charming spirit of the town is represented in the look as well. I hope we 

can do it with a high-quality classic look that will look good for years, such as Lafayette has done with the renovated 

historic corner kitty-corner from Safeway and Cooperage area. Thank you for initiating this effort. 

Sylvia Frazier ORINDA, CA  

We need to finally do something!! It's the 21st Century for Gods sake!!! 

Todd Morrill ORINDA, CA  

Orinda *could* be a fun and interesting town to visit. I am unhappy that I have to do to Lafayette or even Moraga for 

anything other than depression-era shopping. 

Marijane Walburg ORINDA, CA  

I have felt blessed to raise our sons in our lovely city. 

It takes work, money & a sense of pride to restore it to a beautiful place.  

Lynn Trowbridge ORINDA, CA  

Downtown Orinda needs renewal and there is so much that could be done to make downtown better. 

Bill Judge ORINDA, CA  

This is an important subject which should be addressed now. 

Tom Trowbridge ORINDA, CA  

The Orinda City Council needs to assign a higher priority to downtown renewal. 

Pam Martin ORINDA, CA  

Our downtown - both sides of it- is lame! Lafayette is so much nicer, has restaurants, boutiques, etc. Their traffic is nuts, 

but it's because people are THERE SPENDING MONEY! They spent money on nice medians, and I even love those silly 

flags - they look great! Our town looks like some poor Valley town.  

 

https://www.change.org/u/57802600
https://www.change.org/u/148350965
https://www.change.org/u/30740488
https://www.change.org/u/390332932
https://www.change.org/u/377041648
https://www.change.org/u/390316168
https://www.change.org/u/189754826
https://www.change.org/u/3494107
https://www.change.org/u/36383948
https://www.change.org/u/3494117
https://www.change.org/u/53228674
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Ethan Elkind ORINDA, CA  

I would love to have a downtown with a restored creek, outdoor seating along it, great restaurants and shops in 

attractive buildings and spaces, and new vitality in our otherwise moribund district. We need to bury our transmission 

lines and our parking to have vitality at the ground level. New housing downtown would be great for young 

professionals and retirees and bring life to the streets. We need to do this soon before Orinda falls farther behind our 

peers. The new generation of families is demanding it. 

Ghislaine La Porta ORINDA, CA  

I would love to be able to spend money in the town where I live instead of constantly being drawn to Lafayette! Don't 

you think a Market Hall-type complex would be a wonderful addition to Orinda? (Cheese shop, wine shop, butcher/fish 

monger, bakery, prepared food counter...all of the stand-alone stores that we don't have in Orinda) It would give all of 

the foodies an alternative to Diablo Foods and Whole Foods! 

Dee Cobo ORINDA, CA  

I remember when Phairs Store was at its high point ...such a bustling place with the friendly butchers, wine cellar, 

antiques, upstairs cafe and beautiful gifts from all over the world ..the whole area was so vibrant . I totally support this 

petition! 

David Cobo ORINDA, CA  

Orinda's future needs attention now 

Chantel Garrett SAN FRANCISCO, CA  

We need more and better options!  

Sean Garrett ORINDA, CA  

I grew up in Orinda and have moved back after nearly 30 years elsewhere. The fact that this is even debatable tells you 

everything you need to know about those who wish to preserve an Orinda that never really existed but ostensibly serves 

to keep "others" out. 

Melinda Carrington ORINDA, CA  

It's time. Our downtime needs to be revitalized and turned into a place all residents enjoy and are proud of.  

Joe Metheny ORINDA, CA  

Everyone in Orinda has to go to Lafayette and walnut creek to get food 

Janine Evans ORINDA, CA  

It's a need - not a want 

Gavin Havrilenko ORINDA, CA  

I am a Tennis Professional at Meadow In Orinda and think the downtown could use a facelift. 

Loretta Delinger ORINDA, CA  

Hoping the traffic, lack of parking will be the first concern of the committee 

 

 

https://www.change.org/u/377733460
https://www.change.org/u/389375220
https://www.change.org/u/389363688
https://www.change.org/u/389265012
https://www.change.org/u/38304505
https://www.change.org/u/190761256
https://www.change.org/u/388965188
https://www.change.org/u/388379280
https://www.change.org/u/387888732
https://www.change.org/u/387868544
https://www.change.org/u/387706260
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Mindy Becker ORINDA, CA  

I'd rather spend my $$ here than in Lafayette or Moraga. But need some shops/restaurants and stores in which to spend 

them.  

Maitland Dimock ORINDA, CA  

Yes we need a plan, otherwise it will grow without any input or direction form the people who live here. 

Clark Wallace ORINDA, CA  

Long, long overdue and badly needed. 

Ian Baird ORINDA, CA  

I believe the City fathers should have a vision on how to re-vitalize downtown Orinda. 

Allen Lescure ORINDA, CA  

Current business property owners appear disinterested with their stagnant dated facilities and fail to attract business. 

They additionally fail by weighing their square foot value as if they were a viable location. The entire downtown 

infrastructure needs a coordinated design to facilitate access and maximize available space to expand potential and 

unify the divided downtown. Lafayette has seemingly been revitalized by its efforts, while Orinda sleeps. 

Merrily Taylor ORINDA, CA  

It is time to give this great city a facelift! 

Andrew Radlow ORINDA, CA  

Orinda is a great place to live and raise a family. However, there is a tremendous amount of pent up potential in this 

town that is waiting to be unlocked by sound planning, sustainable investment/development and action by the City 

Council. I'd like to learn more about how I might help and be part of the solution.  

Lisa Hallahan ORINDA, CA  

Orinda could support some cool retail stores like a great organic grocery store/juice bar. The buildings downtown are 

old, ugly and look like they're falling apart. It is such a great town-it should reflect it! 

Joan Pinto MARTINEZ, CA  

I would like to support the town I live in, but there isn't enough to keep me from going elsewhere.  

Tom & Ozzie Taeb ORINDA, CA  

Let's invigorate our downtown! 

Penny Kermit ORINDA, CA  

I'm over 80 years old, but want more vitality in our downtown! 

Bruce Burrows ORINDA, CA  

I agree with this petition, but why stop at the City Council? Downtown property owners control who occupies space in 

their buildings; Orinda is "occupied" by businesses but lacks vibrant and alive retailers/restaurants that define a 

downtown like Lafayette. The results of this petition should be sent to every downtown property owner. Unfortunately 

the majority of them are disinterested. 

https://www.change.org/u/30491037
https://www.change.org/u/387643272
https://www.change.org/u/387577512
https://www.change.org/u/3319042
https://www.change.org/u/387507872
https://www.change.org/u/387350476
https://www.change.org/u/387295544
https://www.change.org/u/53095286
https://www.change.org/u/312927189
https://www.change.org/u/386891012
https://www.change.org/u/30277310
https://www.change.org/u/149120450
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Donna Dicenzo ORINDA, CA  

It is time to get rid of wasted space and put it to meaningful use. Also to make Orinda more easily and safely walkable to 

amenities 

Elizabeth Humphrey ORINDA, CA  

The north side of Orinda is outdated and could use some revitalization. Other than grocery shopping and CVS or Rite Aid 

for basics I rarely shop in Orinda. 

Maria Solit ORINDA, CA  

Orinda deserves to be better 

Lynn Uzzo ORINDA, CA  

We should have a beautiful, vibrant downtown that offers services to the residents of Orinda. 

Bobbie Landers ORINDA, CA  

We have to hope that something will motivate the Council to get moving on this much needed project, before we get 

stuck again with approving something because there is no plan!! 

Rudolph M Reich ORINDA, CA 

I am signing because we need to plan for the inevitable change that is going to take place. 

Peter Jackson ORINDA, CA  

When it comes to the community making our schools a better place, it's clear the efforts of our citizens has had a 

dramatic effect on our state rankings. This has had a direct effect on our property values. The beauty of this town is 

quickly destroyed by the lack of vision we have on our downtown retail and business direction. Having owned and 

operated 4 businesses here since 1979. I have hired over 700 people over those years. The common complaint among 

my employees is how poorly the city runs and it development efforts. We will be hiring 40-80 people in the next year. 

And we are finally planning to move to Lafayette, Rockridge or Oakland. This would of never been that case had we 

made strong decisions 10 years ago like those cities/towns did. 

Pamela Manning ORINDA, CA  

It would be wonderful to see some revitalization of our town and better communication by our planning department 

with citizens. We all have emails! 

Doreen Rau ORINDA, CA  

I’m signing because I wholeheartedly endorse the Orinda Vision plan. I hope to live long enough to see it implemented. I 

am 56. 

Bey Forghani ORINDA, CA  

I care about Orinda. 

  

https://www.change.org/u/386507672
https://www.change.org/u/386506392
https://www.change.org/u/21220507
https://www.change.org/u/386442820
https://www.change.org/u/16132459
https://www.change.org/u/377142476
https://www.change.org/u/386216212
https://www.change.org/u/40830144
https://www.change.org/u/386110596
https://www.change.org/u/386109984
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Joey Toubba ORINDA, CA  

It's sad to me to have been in this community for over 13 years and nothing has been done to promote a quality 

downtown. We are often in other small communities, Marin, Napa valley, and even Lafayette and WC and they seem to 

be catering to what people need-- offering good quality restaurants, groceries stores, unique and worthy retail shops, 

etc. Marin Country Mart has great retail spaces and restaurants and how nice would in be to have a SHED (like in 

Healdsburg) where the old Phair's is currently. I don't understand why we have the Bev Mo, Safeway, Nations, Subway, 

Supercuts, etc. as our choices. Maybe a Trader Joes would have been better than Bev Mo. We spend 0 dollars in Orinda. 

It would be nice to actually utilize the amenities of the same town you reside in and love.  

Julie Rubio ORINDA, CA  

Our city is falling apart! We need to improve these buildings and invite more retail in. I'm the writer director of the film 

Too Perfect. I made this film to help improved the downtown of Orinda. I've lived in Orinda for 17 years and seen very 

little change. Orinda is being left behind. It's time to move forward! 

Blake Wellen ORINDA, CA  

Orinda is terribly outdated. I live here, and spend almost $0 here because of the lack of options, both in retail and dining 

out.  

Robert Becker ORINDA, CA  

Not sure what Orinda is waiting for? 

Robin Bertelsen ORINDA, CA  

It's long past time to have the old Phair's building put to good, productive use. Let's get creative and bring life, amenities 

and revenue to all parts of Orinda's "downtown." 

Rose Anne Critchfield ORINDA, CA  

At any given point in time, a town is either decaying or renewing. Our town is so obviously decaying it can be observed 

from 24! I spend as little time (and therefore money) as I possibly can, just because it is depressing. 

Stephen Behnke ORINDA, CA  

I believe we can enhance and expand our business districts without sacrificing our small-town feel. 

Susan Lundstrom ORINDA, CA  

It’s time to get a nice downtown to reflect the tastes of its residents. 

Thomas McCormick ORINDA, CA  

It is time to update the 1940's and 50's buildings. 

Karen Brockwell ORINDA, CA  

We need a more vibrant downtown. A place that people want to hang out in and meet friends. A place that instills more 

community. 

Virginia Ross ORINDA, CA  

I love Orinda and hope to see development that makes it an even better place to live! 

 

https://www.change.org/u/20263543
https://www.change.org/u/386068512
https://www.change.org/u/386056476
https://www.change.org/u/2268194
https://www.change.org/u/30969661
https://www.change.org/u/3300173
https://www.change.org/u/10054661
https://www.change.org/u/53107460
https://www.change.org/u/3319764
https://www.change.org/u/32844750
https://www.change.org/u/385789828
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Elisabeth Kersten ORINDA, CA  

Love Orinda and value its accessibility. A facelift would make it more attractive. 

Linda Landau ORINDA, CA  

if we don't plan our downtown, we'll have less say in how it develops. Planning is vital.  

Laurie Reich ORINDA, CA  

90% of downtown Orinda is looking VERY shabby. It is time for some serious planning so that when buildings are sold or 

when an owner wants to remodel there will be an overarching plan to create cohesion. It is time for a facelift! It is also 

time to upgrade and improve our infrastructure, I firmly belive that a a good downtown plan will bring new businesses 

to Orinda which is very badly needed to increase the city's tax base. 

Maria Roden ORINDA, CA  

I am a shop keeper renting an unattractive space in Village Square that could be so much more inviting to customers if 

the building and surroundings were updated. Foot traffic is zero - people don't even know we are here because the car 

park gets more prominence than the surrounding shops! 

Ralph Severson ORINDA, CA  

I love Orinda and want to see the downtown updated and beautified.  

Sue Breedlove ORINDA, CA  

I'm signing because . . . making few changes in 40-50 years means we are moving backward. Let's move forward and 

bring new life, business and tax dollars to our community. 

John Eddy ORINDA, CA  

Keeping Orinda's downtown the way it is has resulted in vacancies, under performing businesses and property decay. 

What an exciting opportunity to restore the essential ingredient to all wonderful villages - people. 

Alli McDonald OAKLAND, CA  

Want an improved downtown with a nice grocery store and other amenities 

Sylvia Jorgensen ORINDA, CA  

It's about time! 

Steve Cohn ORINDA, CA  

Orinda has to do better than just Safeway. Seven banks is great but there's more to life. Playing parking roulette on the 

south side and having to go elsewhere for just about everything is fun but Orinda can create a dynamic downtown, even 

with Hwy 24 bisecting it. Development, done right, is not evil. 

Janet Pease ORINDA, CA  

Orinda's downtown surely needs a face lift. 

Hillary Murphy ORINDA, CA  

Orindans deserve a great downtown area to meet, shop, eat and drink together. We can make this happen without 

destroying the local charm we all love.  

https://www.change.org/u/9636756
https://www.change.org/u/7114216
https://www.change.org/u/1302547
https://www.change.org/u/385384456
https://www.change.org/u/84664460
https://www.change.org/u/392892
https://www.change.org/u/385318680
https://www.change.org/u/69190287
https://www.change.org/u/385281664
https://www.change.org/u/334352
https://www.change.org/u/42703254
https://www.change.org/u/385085704


 18                                                  11/4/2015 
 

Emily Stoddard ORINDA, CA  

A better downtown means an even better community. It's time.  

Kiley OMeara ORINDA, CA  

Our downtown doesn't fit our community. The storefronts are out-of-date, lifeless & vacant -- the families here are 

dying for places to dine, shop & hang out. Let's restore downtown & give residents the opportunity to spend our time 

and money in Orinda businesses! 

Diane Lautz ORINDA, CA  

Why does our beautiful city look so awful? Let's make the city as beautiful and inviting as the homes that surround it. 

Eartha Newsong ORINDA, CA  

Orinda needs a Downtown Specific Plan as part of its General Plan this will require cooperation with advocates such as 

Orinda Vision and Envisioning Orinda 21  

Victoria Hoyt ORINDA, CA  

I'd like to shop local and drive less! 

Ann Cane ORINDA, CA  

I'm signing because Orinda needs major improvements.  

Valerie Mollahan ORINDA, CA  

I live in Orinda and I would love to do more shopping and dining here if there were better options. I would like to spend 

in Orinda so our tax dollars go to our own city! 

Laurel Sgro ORINDA, CA  

It's time to revitalize! 

Darby Jackson ORINDA, CA  

I think it's important that Orinda works to improve it's downtown, especially some of the vacant buildings. The Phair's 

building could be turned into a wonderful local market or fun restaurant that would attract a large number of people 

outside of Orinda and bring in a lot of great money for the city! 

Sandra Anderson ORINDA, CA  

I believe that by revitalizing downtown we protect our property values. With a thoughtful plan we will still maintain our 

"rural" quality, even though we are more suburban than rural. Please join me. 

Kayla Unger ORINDA, CA  

This is long overdue 

Anthony Malutta ORINDA, CA  

A vibrant Orinda is very important to me.  

Monica Fitzsimmons  

So many vacant building and no plans for Orinda. As a community member and mother of 2 young children, I'd love to 

have the opportunity to walk, shop, eat in my own community to spend my tax dollars locally.  

https://www.change.org/u/384905528
https://www.change.org/u/384790336
https://www.change.org/u/384634484
https://www.change.org/u/1667421
https://www.change.org/u/30795427
https://www.change.org/u/384253160
https://www.change.org/u/384240180
https://www.change.org/u/384234556
https://www.change.org/u/384021816
https://www.change.org/u/28542154
https://www.change.org/u/377982696
https://www.change.org/u/377576392
https://www.change.org/u/377532904

