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Constructive Tone at City Council Meeting  

The Orinda City Council meeting on September 6 included public input on planning issues – I wasn’t going to miss that! 

They told me it would be a full house. I was early, and in all those empty seats, I chose one right next to where one of 

the most applauded speakers was about to sit. A few minutes before seven o’clock people started squeezing by to 

remaining seats, and a nice lady sat next to me who introduced herself as Joanne.  

Almost all the speakers addressing the council took a constructive and positive tone. It seemed to me much time could 

have been saved if speakers had not repeated what others had previously said. However, I wondered if this was a form 

of voting, if the council members take note of the number of people who advocate an idea? As I am new to this process 

and fairly new to this town, I may have missed some subtleties, however it seemed to me that there was general 

uniformity in the speakers. Several echoed the theme that without a plan Orinda will miss the opportunity to maintain 

an esthetic, improve traffic and pedestrian flow, and to incorporate any design element such as daylighting the creek or 

bridging the freeway.  

When Joanna got up to speak, she identified herself as a property owner and spoke briefly of her roots and history in 

this community listing the schools she had attended ending with the fact that she was in the first class at St Mary’s 

College to admit women. Her tone and demeanor assured the crowd that she seriously values the interests of the Orinda 

community. She was roundly applauded, and afterwards, she was circled by interested people.  

My conclusion was that Orindans have reason to be hopeful. The important ingredients are there: respectful tone, 

uniformity of purpose and full range of stakeholder involvement. Now, of course, all that remains is for the parties 

involved to put divinity into the details of the plan.  

– Jeffrey Violet 


