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Monteverde Has Settled In  

Monteverde, the senior housing development by Eden Housing on Orinda Way at Irwin Way, has been 

completed and occupied for some time. To most of us who live in Orinda and frequent Orinda Village, the 

structure has settled in rather nicely. The critical comments offered by some during its construction are 

heard much less often.  

Now that we have had the opportunity to live with the building we can better appreciate the nuances of 

the design in the context of the Orinda streetscape.  

Monteverde serves an important segment of our population: generally older, female, lower income and 

desirous of active communal and independent living rather than remote separation. For this group, 

Monteverde’s location is ideal with pedestrian access to nearby park, retail, community center, library and 

public transportation. Since the automotive needs of this group are greatly reduced, there is no impact on 

traffic or other parking as evidenced by the absence of cars parking on the supplemental parking lot 

across Irwin Way.  

Monteverde is the only building, except the library, with parking underneath the building and out of public 

view. As a result, Monteverde residents can enter the building by means of elegant landscaped steps from 

Orinda Way or by an entrance courtyard on Irwin Way, more inviting than the vast parking lots across the 

streets.  

The building steps up the hill and, while the Orinda Way frontage which faces the Safeway parking lot is 

three and four stories, the uphill façade, which faces the existing housing project, is a scant story and a 

half in height. The mass of the building is further reduced in scale by subdivision into 25 smaller masses 

or projecting blocks – a subtlety that reveals itself as we see the building more often.  

The building is further softened by the surrounding trees: on the park side are already very large and of 

moderate height along the street frontages that will grow to half the building’s height. The building’s scale 

is minimized by many enriching details such as sun screens, brackets, terraces, planters, colors, different 

textures of materials and signage.  

In recognition, Monteverde has been awarded a prestigious design award by the Pacific Coast Building 

Conference. The city hall is the only other Orinda building to have had a similar distinction.  

Sometimes only the passage of time is needed to become comfortable with new buildings. 
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