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Petition Reflects Orindans’ Wish to Improve Downtown 

By DAVID DIERKS 

Assistant Editor 

 

Orinda resident Monica Fitzsimmons presented a petition to the Orinda City Council on Nov. 3 encouraging 

members to restart the downtown revitalization dialogue. 

 

“I stand here tonight to share with you the overwhelming response of a petition that I started on 

change.org to restore downtown Orinda,” said Fitzsimmons. The petition states, “The residents of Orinda 

are concerned about the present condition of our downtown and its lack of improvement and amenities. A 

renewed downtown is necessary to better serve residents and merchants and to bolster the financial 

health of the City of Orinda, our property values and school district. Current, new, old, young and future 

Orinda residents deserve to to live in a place of pride and enjoyment.” 

 

Fitzsimmons created the petition in September. “In just eight weeks since I started this petition, we 

received nearly 700 signatures,” she said. “That’s nearly 700 Orinda residents that are concerned about 

the present condition of our downtown and believe that we deserve to live in a place of pride and 

enjoyment. We want to see our community thrive. It’s a movement that organically grew from 

conversations with other families and friends at swim team, long hours at the pool, frustrated by driving 

all over Walnut Creek, Lafayette and other outlying communities to get what we needed.” 

 

The main points from the petitioners are to make the downtown more vibrant and to provide housing 

alternatives for those who want to downsize from their homes into a condo or townhouse. “We want a 

downtown that enhances our sense of community and opportunities to interact and engage with one 

another. A community that has vitality and vibrant elements while retaining our intimate village 

character,” said Fitzsimmons. “One that optimizes our natural environment, reconnects the two sides of 

Orinda, attracts restaurants and Orinda-centric retail, enables our senior citizens to downsize and stay in 

Orinda, and a downtown that supports our property values and the city’s tax base. I currently leave 

Orinda to shop, eat out and entertain in neighboring towns while Orinda stays stagnant and run-down. I 

know I’m not alone in these actions.” 

 

Some residents think that a third party can help with the planning and recommend the Urban Land 

Institute (ULI). “We badly need housing for people who want to downsize and move closer to town,” said 

Orindan Eartha Newsong. “Yes, we need a downtown-specific plan, but that requires skilled input from 

people who have the knowledge to come in and guide the city.” 

 

Orinda resident Ethan Elkind added, “We need a specific plan for downtown. Every other successful 

downtown in the Bay Area has clear rules. A clear public plan that really explains where things go, where 

the parking goes, what kind of planning design standards we want to have.”  

 

“I think it’s clear that the majority of Orindans, based on the response to Monica’s petition, agree that we 

need to take some steps forward on our downtown,” said Orinda Association (OA) President Bill 

Waterman. “I do think we should consult outside experts. It doesn’t have to be ULI; it could be other 

experts.”  

 

Waterman suggested forming a committee to look into the matter. “I think it makes sense if we have a 

citizen committee or commission, like we have done with roads, to help the City Council through this 

process,” said Waterman, who volunteered the OA as a facilitator in future discussions.“One of the OA’s 

three missions is to promote dialog in Orinda about important issues. This is an important issue. The OA 

would be very happy to host a community forum on this issue next year and everybody who wants to be 

involved in the whole organization and process of it are more than welcome.” 

“We did have a matter initiated by Councilmember Worth, and I know that it’s coming back to the 

council,” said Mayor Dean Orr. “It is something that will be happening in the near future. I encourage you 

to stay in touch and stay involved as we move forward on the item.” 

 
For more information, visit www.cityoforinda.org and www.change.org/p/orindacity-council-restore-downtown-
orinda. 
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