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Letters to the Editor  
  

Clarifying ULI's report 

  

 Dear Editor, 

 

 I wish to respond to Nick Waranoff's recent letter commenting on the ULI Technical Assistance Panel's 

preliminary report regarding downtown renewal.  

 

 1) The TAP did not recommend 240 housing units downtown. Here is what their preliminary report 

stated: 

 

 "Orinda Can Create Value Housing is highest value use Consider pooling the current 10 residential 

dwelling units per acre Allocate pooled units to property owners willing to dedicate creek right of way 

Would allow for up to six 40-unit residential/mixed use projects Permit flexible (35' to 55') height limit to 

be measured from curb on Orinda Way Determine value capture from modest increase in density for 

tangible community benefit." 

 

 As I read its report, the TAP simply stated the total number of housing units currently zoned for 

downtown and suggested that the City consider pooling some of that zoning capacity to use as a trade-off 

for those property owners willing to dedicate creek right of way. It did not recommend a full build-out of 

currently permitted housing. 

 

 2) The inevitable sale of homes to young families by Orinda's older residents who want to downsize 

would occur whether they move downtown or somewhere else. The availability of downtown housing won't 

affect that natural outcome. And, providing an option for these individuals to remain in Orinda would allow 

them to continue to enrich our community.  

 

 3) The projected school population for OUSD is flat to declining. The base funding for the district, 

which is governed by the Local Control Funding Formula, increases when the total student population 

grows. This increased funding allows the district to retain and augment academic enrichment 

programming. It is also worth noting that all new development is required to pay a development impact 

fee to our school districts which they are required to set aside to build additional capacity should that be 

needed. In any case, the school districts are best equipped to address the question of the impact of 

development on their school populations and budgets and will be offered that opportunity when an 

Environmental Impact Report is prepared in connection with a Downtown Specific Plan.  

 

 The task of ULI is to provide options. It is up to the citizens of Orinda and their elected 

representatives to decide which, if any, of these options are right for our city. 

  

 Dan Palmerlee 

 Orinda 

 

 


