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Letters to the Editor 
 

 

Two Clear Candidates for Orinda Council 

 
Dear Editor, 

 

Owen Murphy (LW, 10/4, Letters) is right. There is indeed a clear choice in the city council election. This 

election finally gives Orinda voters the opportunity to send a clear mandate to the next city council to 

move forward with a community discussion on revitalizing our downtown. Do we stick with the status quo, 

which means ineffective policies that have let our downtown fall into disrepair and disuse, while letting 

other communities leapfrog us? Or do we launch an important discussion on what it will take to restore 

downtown to a place of vibrancy, economic activity and pride? 
 

Unfortunately, Mr. Murphy wrongly frames the important choice ahead of us with questions designed to 

frighten more than enlighten. 

 

He asks which candidates would take a flexible approach to height limits and density in crafting an 

economically viable downtown plan based on community input. Certainly not Bruce London or Linda 

Delehunt, his preferred candidates, who seem inflexible on current land use restrictions governing our 

downtown. Yet these government restrictions have led to crumbling buildings and vacant lots downtown. 

It’s past time for the community to revisit the rules. 

 
He asks, “Who would allow new downtown development to provide fewer on-site parking spaces?” The 

answer: no one. His support for Bruce London and Linda Delehunt implies that Darlene Gee and Inga 

Miller would. Wrong.  

 
He asks which candidates “seem oblivious to the potential impact of downtown residential development on 

school class size, increased traffic, public safety, and an exacerbated downtown parking squeeze?” Again, 

no one. It is impossible to ignore such impacts in any meaningful dialogue about downtown development. 

Why does he assume they would? No facts, just fears.  
 

Finally, he states that there are only two candidates “without conflict-of-interest ties to the real estate 

and development special interests.” This baseless smear implies that Gee and Miller have such ties. 

Wrong.  

 
Mr. Murphy is correct. There is indeed a clear choice in this election. The status quo on downtown isn’t 

working. Make the choice that will improve our quality of life and our property values.  

 

Vote for Darlene Gee and Inga Miller.  
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Ethan Elkind 

Mike and Ginny Ross 
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Bill Waterman 
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